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Connecticut Commission on 
Economic Competitiveness 



WHAT IS A CEDS? 

• A minimum requirement to access funding from 
the US Economic Development Administration. 

• A factor considered by the State of Connecticut 
in various funding decisions. 

• Part of continuing economic development 
regional planning process 

• Include broad based and diverse public and 
private sector participation 

• Set goals and objectives 
• Clearly defined metrics for success 
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WHAT COMPONENTS ARE PART  
OF THE CEDS? 

 
• Economic Development Background 
• Analysis of Problems and Opportunities 
• Goals and Objectives 
• Action Plan 
• Performance Measures 
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WHAT IS IN THIS FOR US? 



WHY IMPORTANT? 

• Access to Federal Infrastructure investments 
• Multi Region partnership and collaboration 
• Community Driven 
• Vetting of multiple initiatives that add to 

quality of life for the region 
• Staying “Shovel Ready” 
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CURRENT CEDS REGIONS 



SECOND YEAR PLANNING GRANT 

✕EDA Capacity Building Grant 
✕Planning Studies 
✕ Implement CEDS 
✕Sustainability Evaluation 
 
✕The first year grant was largely related to the 

completion of the updated 5 year CEDS which 
was submitted to the US EDA in June 0f 
2015. 



FUNDING (PAST CYCLE) 
JULY 1, 2015 THROUGH JUNE 30, 
2016 

1. US EDA 70K Received 
2. Valley Community Foundation 20K Received 
3. CT Community Foundation (Not available 
4. UI (Pending) 
5. Katharine Matthies Foundation (17.5 Received) 
6. John Tyma Fund (included in VCF total) 
7. NV COG ($17.5 Requested)* 
8. ION Bank 
9. Liberty Bank 
* This assumes that UI, ION, and Liberty will generate 15K. If additional 

is received NV COG request will be revised downward. 



NEW SURVEY OF CHIEF ELECTED 
OFFICIALS 
✕Complete and factored into new CEDS Plan 



EMPLOYMENT DATA 



POPULATION TRENDS 



COMMUNITY 
STATISTICS 
UPDATE 



STRATEGIC INITIATIVES 

✕Brownfields (USEPA/ CT DECD Funding 
Competition) 

✕NVCOG Brownfields Offerings/Land Bank 
✕Philanthropy (VCF approaches $20 Million in assets) 
✕Transportation (NVCOG Summit in Waterbury very 

successful) 
✕Heritage District (Valley Chamber leads effort) 
✕Advanced Manufacturing Segment 
✕Regional Gigabit Network Investment 



ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES 

 
1. SEDC is completed its work under the current EDA grant by June 30th . 

2. The SEDC is no longer able to provide direct staff support of this program. 
3. SEDC partnered with WDC on this program. 
4. Originally the staff work was shared but the NVCD/WDC and SEDC with the SEDC working 

the Valley COG region. 
5. Eventually all staff work was allocated to SEDC with the support of a consultancy. 
6. The District will have to demonstrate that it has the capacity to continue in order to obtain 

future EDA planning grants, and, the District will have to demonstrate real progress in 
implementing each 5 year Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy. 

7. New budgets addressing level of effort will have to be developed by successor agency. 
SEDC has opinion on expected costs, possible revenue sources for successor 
administrative agency. NO funding is ever ‘guaranteed” to be available and applications for 
funding from any source should be a minimum expectation. Prior funders might be 
considered but should not be assumed. 



EDA INFRASTRUCTURE/ENVIRONMENTAL 
GRANTS AWARD HISTORY, INCLUDING PRE 
CEDS PERIOD 
 
✕ Shelton 1 Million for Canal Street (sudden and severe job loss with Philips 

Medical relocation out of State) 
✕ Derby 1 Million for Road A - Urban Transit Industrial/Office Campus 
✕ Waterbury $1,250,000 for Cherry Street Project 
✕ Ansonia $1,000,000 for Fountain Lake Infrastructure Development 
✕ Waterbury $500,000 for Environmental 
All grants leveraged other significant funding including but not limited to CT 

DECD, US EPA, Local Funding, and new private investment.  
** The US EDA programs require that priority be given to economically 

distressed communities. However, all District communities are eligible to 
apply. It is a direct responsibility of the communities to apply and the 
inclusion of their infrastructure programs on the CEDS priority list is helpful 
in the federal review of their proposals as the awards are made based on a 
National completion and are very competitive. 



EDA PLANNING GRANTS TO NVDC/WDC 
AND SEDC (APPROXIMATE DATES) 

✕ 1997 “Sudden and Severe Distress” $100,000.00 
✕ 2003-2016 Four Grants approximately $70,000 per grant for 

creation of 5 Year CEDS. Last two grants are under their 
Community Partnership Planning Grants. Future grants 
depend on Federal appropriations and are not guaranteed 
but can be reasonable forecast to be available at 3-4 year 
intervals, depending on Congressional appropriations. 

✕ These programs required matching funding all of which were 
provide from community foundations, UI, a private 
foundation, NVCOG last year, and other sources. 



THE COOPERATIVE RELATIONSHIP  

✕Prior to approval of the NVC District by the 
State of CT letters of support from a majority 
of participating communities were obtained in 
accordance with EDA requirements. 

✕No turf approach! 



FOUNTAIN LAKE SUCCESS STORY 

























US EDA/CEDS/DISTRICTS 

Observations and Questions 
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